Tour Report: Jharkhand – Districts Hazaribagh and Latehar from 10 May to 12 May 2016

1.
 A two member NCM team comprising Prof. Farida Abdulla Khan and Shri Praveen Davar visited the districts of Hazaribagh and Latehar in Jharkhand from 10 May, 2016 to 12 May, 2016 with the objective of assessing the ground situation relating to communal clashes in Hazaribagh and hanging of two members of Muslim Community (including a 13 year old boy) in Latehar.

Visit to Hazaribagh – May 10, 2016
2.
The team reached Ranchi Airport on 10 May, 2016 at 1330 hrs and drove straight to Hazaribagh, arriving there at 1545 hrs.  

3.
Soon after reaching Hazaribagh the team was briefed by the District Administration and Police officials regarding the communal violence which had occurred in Hazaribagh town on April 17, 2016.  According to the officials the trouble commenced when objectionable recorded slogans were played in a Ram Navami procession triggering clash between the two groups near Hazribagh railway station.  Over a dozen shops and several vehicles were set ablaze by the mobs.  We were told that the Puja committees are advised every year to avoid playing songs that are directed against any community. All these check-lists are given to them every year and although they agree to abide by these, they circumvent it by using one excuse or the other.  Such songs with twisted lyrics were being played for last many years defying orders of the administration. Though opinion varied, it appears the tenor of the songs being played this time was much sharper in their anti-minority bias.  A large number of participants consume heavy quantities of liquor which adds to making the situation more aggressive.

4.
Soon after the briefing th team, accompanied by District officials and some members of the minority community led by Ghulam Moideen, Member State Wakf Board, visited the area of communal clashes and were shown around number of shops and houses which had been set afire. The members of minority community complained that neither the Police nor any of the neighbours came to their rescue when the shops and houses were being set on fire.  They also complained that the administration has not even come to assess the damage so far and no compensation has been paid for the losses incurred during the riot.  

5.
The NCM team physically saw 8/9 shops and two houses that were burnt, the worst affected was a bakery that had been completely gutted in the fire along with several vehicles outside the bakery. 
6. It was also reported that on the night of April 17 (8 p.m) six young men belonging to the Muslim community died in a blast. Following this incident the police carried out a search in which locals claimed that they used unnecessary force and intimidating tactics especially in the area surrounding the site of the blast in Habibi Nagar. Several residents from that area complained that police has been conducting searches and that the residents of the area are afraid to allow their children to move out or even to attend school. Those present were particularly upset by the announcement by an ex Minister that those involved in the blast were Pakistanis and Bangladeshis, even before any investigation could be initiated. This mention of Pakistan in reference to the Muslim community is being used freely and is meant to paint them as 'anti-national' and to create a polarization on the basis of religion. The NCM members met a group of women from this area who complained that police constables had misbehaved with them while carrying out search operations. Although, this was denied by the Police stating that each time such an operation takes place where women are present; atleast one woman 
constable is always present, the residents insisted that there had been police searches inside homes in Habibi Nagar without the presence of women police.  

7. The team also met Manzur Ansari, father of Naushad Alam, a young boy who was killed outside Hazaribagh on April 18 at 11 AM. and which the locals claim was a communal attack. The police say they are investigating the case but have not made any arrests yet.  The parents have been asking for a copy of the FIR which has not yet been given to them.
8.
In the evening, nearly 15 youth led by one Amandeep Yadav, social media secretary to the Ranchi MP met Shri Davar and demanded compensation for, what they claimed, 6 houses burnt belonging to the majority community. They also demanded compensation for Bhairo Gop (55) killed during rioting.

9. In two separate memorandums (copies enclosed) submitted by the Muslim Samaj of Village Pandu and All India Tanzim e Insaf, the names of victims and alleged perpetrators of the communal violence have been mentioned. One such victim Md. Hafeez, whose fore arms were badly broken and needs some additional medical attention which has been recommended by the local hospital. A copy of his medical report was also handed over to the Chief Secretary during the meeting of NCM team with her requesting assistance by the state government.
Visit to Latehar and Balumath - May 11, 2016:
10. The NCM team arrived in Balumath on the morning of 11th May and was briefed by the local administrative authorities – ADM Shri Dheeraj K. Thakur, SDM Shri Kamleshwar Narain and Sub-Inspector Nawada, Shri Arun Kumar. 

11. An account of the events of 18th March when police was intimated about the deaths of two local Muslims is enclosed in the report presented to the NCM team by the DC and the SP of Latehar district. The two mutilated bodies of 45 year old Mazloom Ansari of Nawada village and 13 year old Imtiaz Khan of Arahara village were discovered hanging in the forest adjoining Jhabhar on the morning of 18th March 2016. The local authorities were alerted to the presence of the two bodies at 6 a.m., by which time the news had spread and a large numbers of Muslims (including the families of the victims) from the area were protesting the killings and demanding justice while blockading the main road in Balumath. According to the authorities, the situation got out of hand and amidst stone pelting by the protestors, the police resorted to lathi charge in which several persons including policemen were injured. After several hours the situation was brought under control and the bodies were taken for a post mortem. 

12. In explaining the State's response to the gruesome incident, we were told that the following steps had been taken and assured that justice would be delivered:

· That an immediate search for the accused was launched and 6 persons were apprehended within 24 hours and another two soon thereafter. All 8 accused are in police custody.

·  The police investigation is in the process of being completed.

· A charge-sheet is likely to be prepared within the next few days and would be filed well within the stipulated period of 90 days.
· The victims’ families had been offered an initial compensation of Rs. 1 lakh each, which they have refused to accept.  

· Two daughters of Mazloom Ansari have been admitted to the local K.G. Balika Vidyalaya and moved into the hostel.
13. We then proceeded to village Nawada, accompanied by Shri Dheeraj Thakur, ADM, the SDM and the SI (Police) to meet with the bereaved families and representatives of the local Muslim community. A large number of people were gathered along with the families of the two vicitms, Mazloom Ansari (resident of village Nawada) and Imtiyaz Khan (resident of village Arahara). Some members of the majority community were also present during this meeting.

14. Although the rough details of the incidents of 18th March 2016 were similar to the official version, the residents had a very different version of what happened at the protest subsequent to the killings and the bodies being recovered. Those present overwhelmingly stressed the fact (and this was reiterated in meetings with members of the Muslim  community in Hazaribagh and Ranchi) that attacks on the community especially those dealing with cattle trading, have been taking place and increasing in number and viciousness over the last two to three years. Muslims rearing and trading in cattle are being threatened, harassed and physically attacked and although they have approached the authorities over this, no action has been taken against any of the perpetrators.  

15. According to the residents, the violence that erupted at the protest was a result of the disappointment and anger against the administration for not taking any action when complaints against those who have been inciting communal tensions and indulging in violence were reported to them in the months leading up to the murders. The local Muslim population had voiced their apprehensions of the possibility of more serious consequences but were stunned by the gruesome hanging of two innocent citizens, one a mere 13 year old, struggling to help his poverty stricken family make ends meet.  
16. Especially disturbing for the team were reports of the brazen communal reaction of the local police, especially the behaviour of the  officer in-charge of Chandwa Thana, one sub-inspector Ratan Kumar Singh, who physically attacked several of the protestors and used extremely provocative, abusive and communally charged language against Muslims at this protest. His communal bias in dealing with the local population they claim is well known and his presence and actions only served to aggravate the situation on March 18. While lauding the efforts of the senior administration to resolve the immediate tensions at this protest, the gathering expressed its disappointment at the administration's refusal to record the role of the police officials and for pinning responsibility only on the protestors. 

17. The ensuing violence at the protest ended in a lathi charge and the police had to resort to firing in the air. Several policemen and civilians were injured in this incident. While the perpetrators of the killings were still at large, the police at this gathering filed charges against around 110 Muslim youths.

18. Also disturbing are reports of a sustained campaign of incitement to communal tensions by Gau Rakshak Committees in the district. The residents mentioned a Baba Gopal Maniji Maharaj from Dehradun who started coming to the region in 2012 and initiated this movement which has since become more widespread (His name is also mentioned in a Hindustan Times Report, 22nd March 2016). The locals report that at meetings of these committees, there is incitement to hatred and an attempt to target Muslims in the name of protection of cows. This was reported at this meeting and also by other minority groups that met with us during the course of this visit. It is in the wake of these meetings that attacks on Muslims in the name of cow protection have been taking place. 
19. Although the authorities kept reassuring us of the attempts to restore communal harmony and to prevent any further incidents of violence, the local community has not been taken into confidence and is not aware of what steps are being taken to protect them and to allow them to carry on their legal and long practiced cattle trade. They have also not been informed of the progress of the police investigation or the intentions of the government with regard to the compensation. 

Following were the demands made by the Muslim Community and conveyed to us at the end of this meeting:

· That the victims’ families be adequately compensated keeping in view the gravity of the crime and also the helplessness of the families and especially the fact that the two victims were primary bread-earners of their families.

· That the case be handed to the CBI since the Muslim community are not confident of the intentions of the local authorities.

·  That all cases against those present at the protest dharna be dropped.
· That stern action be taken against all incitement to communal violence, whether in word or in deed.
· That action be taken against the Sub-inspector Chandwa Thana for his reprehensible behaviour as a police officer. 

· That the guilty be brought to justice at the earliest possible.
· That all attempts be made by the state functionaries to reassure the Muslim community that their lawful activities and life and limb will be protected and that no attacks by any self-proclaimed upholders of law and justice will be tolerated.
· That the local affected community be kept aware of the progress of the actions being taken by the local administration to crack the case and their cooperation be sought in police investigation.

20. On 12th May the NCM team met with DG Police, Mr. D.K. Panday, Additional DG Police, Mr. S. N. Pradhan and Special Secretary Home, Mr. N. N. Panday at the Secretariat in Ranchi. The team briefed the officers about their visits to Hazaribagh, Bhalumath and Latehar and their observations after travelling to the two districts, their meetings and discussions with both the authorities and the local representatives of the affected community over the two days of their visit and their analysis of the situation on the ground. The apprehensions and the complaints of the Muslim community were conveyed to them along with some recommendations on possible initiatives to restore peace and security in these districts. 
21. The officers assured us that all steps were being taken to punish the guilty and to mete out justice and gave us their version of the present state of affairs in both districts. We were also told that compensations in the murder cases were being worked out. The officers present assured the team of their sincere efforts to bring the situation back to normal and to reassure the Muslim community.
22. The team finally met the Chief Secretary, Ms. Raj Bala Verma and conveyed to her the expectations of the NCM and the apprehensions of the Muslim community in the two districts.
Recommendations:

(A) Pertaining to the incidents in Hazaribagh
1. Loss in each shop/house should be properly assessed and adequate compensation be paid to each victim.
2. State Govt must issue strict instructions to the District Administration to explore if the Ramnavmi celebrations could be restricted to only one day as in other parts of the country.

3. All perpetrators and instigators of violence must be identified and proceeded against as per law and a speedy trial.

4. Mohd Hafeez, whose forearms have been shattered in an attack should be provided urgent medical attention by referring him to AIIMS, Delhi.

(B) Pertaining to the incidents at Latehar:
1. Adequate compensation should be given to the victims' families at the earliest possible.
2. All efforts be made to punish the guilty and all those associated with the crime either directly or indirectly. 
3. Immediate steps to be taken to monitor the Gau Rakshak Committees and to take serious action against those who are attempting to create communal tensions and encouraging vigilante groups into taking the law into their own hands.
4. The Muslim community must be reassured about their physical safety and protection of their livelihoods.
5. The events of 18/03/2016 should be properly screened and charges against the innocent to be dropped. 

6. Serious allegations against Ratan K. Singh Sub-inspector Chandwa Thana be investigated and appropriate action be taken.
Farida Abdulla Khan    
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