PRESS NOTE 8TH FEBRUARY 2024

Today, on 8th Feb 2024, Jan Haqq Sangharsh Samiti took a morcha of over 500 people to the
M-East Ward Office against the demolitions on 6th and 7th February in Pancheel Nagar done by
the BMC. Over 200 houses have been broken and 1000+ people made homeless. There were
several illegal actions the BMC and police did. In our meeting with the executive engineer, A.
Jadhav we demanded action and discussed the following points—

1. No notice was given for the demolition. Officers confirmed they did the demolition based on a
notice put in October. They did not give 5-7 days notice for people to vacate on humanitarian
grounds. They came without notice with a huge police force when only the elders and children
were at home. This created huge loss to personal belongings and mental trauma. In the
meeting, JHSS demanded that demolition be stopped immediately. The BMC agreed and has
stopped demolition for now

2. BMC has done the demolition based on wrong data and maps. On the 7th, when we were
shown the maps, glaring errors were visible. Non-existent people were in the list whereas
people who have lived for 20 years were not there. It was immediately raised on the ground to
stop demolitions, but the officers used the police to stop people from protesting. We discussed
this in the meeting and the officers agreed to review it. We told the BMC we will send them
notices for compensation for the houses that are wrongly broken.

3. On the 7th, the officers were acting in violation of their own laws. They were asking for proof
prior to 2000 despite showing them the May 2018 GR which declares the new cut-off date as
2011. They refused to accept proof prior to 2011 and demolished their houses.

4. Despite residents submitting their documents in October 2023, the BMC did not follow the
procedure of checking documents, producing annexure 2 of eligible and ineligible residents, and
so hearings to settle objections and claims. The officers were acting as judge and jury, checking
the documents on the spot, evaluating their validity and breaking houses.

5. The homes were demolished for executing the reservations of the development plan. In such
an eviction, the procedure laid down in the DCPR2014-34 and the Maharashtra Slum Act 1971
were not followed and none of the houses were surveyed, put in the Annexure 2 and declared
as PAP.

6. Regarding point 2,3 and 4 we demanded that the officers on the ground be immediately
suspended

7. We ask for all documents, maps, data, surveys, plans related to Panchsheel Nagar.

8. We demanded that electricity and water be restored immediately as there are several school
going children who have exams coming up, young children and old people.



The BMC has also requested 7 days time to respond in writing to our demands. We agreed and
intimated the BMC that we will back in 7 days if they do not agree to our demands.
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